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Mutual Verification of Unearthed Culural Relics and Contemporary Historical Geography:
A Review of the Historical Geography Research of Unearthed Cultural Relics since the
Founding of the People’ s Republic of China

MA Qiang & ZENG Wei-ying
( Southwest University Chongqging 400715 China)

Abstract: Unearthed cultural relics as an important historical material of “dual-evidence method” have been widely used in the
research of ancient Chinese history and historical geography research is no exception. Since the 1950s historical geographers
have focused on the research on the Ejunqi Festival unearthed maps unearthed slips and unearthed epitaphs of the Sui and
Tang dynasties as well as the cultural relics unearthed after the founding of the People’ s Republic of China in order to reveal
the rich implications of China’ s traffic routes by land and water historical divisions and maps place-names rural and grass—
roots societies from various aspects and published a large number of research results a mirror of the disciplinary characteristics
of contemporary historical geography. But at the same time there are weaknesses in the existing researches like narrow visions
separate rather than comprehensive researches a lack of comparison between unearthed cultural relics and historical documents
weak verification analysis and inadequate scientific analysis.

Keywords: dual-evidence method; unearthed cultural relics; historical geography research; slips; epitaphs; relics geography
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